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taken with the bow.

DETAILS NEXT MONTH.

News Flash

BEAVER ISLAND — — You can hunt turkey on the island with your
small game license with a bow only from September 15 thru
November 14. From December 1 thru 31, only deer may be

TREE STANDS WILL BE ALLOWED ON THE ISLAND THIS YEAR as sort
of a trail. The regular turkey season on the island will be
November 6 thru 14 with either gun or bow and arrow. MORE

V.P.’s Message

Now is the time of year when we
will start to think about the upcoming
deer season and also we should be
thinking about the silhouette shoots
sponsored by the Michigan Bow Hunt-
ers.

The first of these shoots is the Dist-
rict 8 “Bear Silhouette” which will be
held August 24 and 25 at the Wilder
Creek Archery Club in Marshall. Last
year many of our new members at-
tended this shoot and | am sure that
they had an enjoyable time. Many
merchandise awards are given out so
let's plan on attending and taking
home some of the loot.

Next on the docket is the 1%9th
ANNUAL DEER SILHOUETTE SHOOT
that will be held at Clear Lake between
Atlanta and Onaway just off M-33.
There is a state park near the tourna-
ment site so lets plan on making this
a big week end. The deer silhouette
shoot combined with the annual dance
on Saturday evening provides an en-
joyable weekend just prior to the
cpening of the deer season. The date,
September 28 and 29.

When one walks around at one of
these shoots you can hear many a
hunting tale that tends to stretch the
imagination. Lets plan on attending so
that we can hear your story on how
the big eight point escaped your ar-
row or how someone in your party
played a trick on you.

As long as you are planning on at-
tending why not invite a friend to
join the MBH and bring him along with
you. Membership blanks will be avail-
able at both shoots. We are sure thar
both you and your friend will have an
enjoyable day or week-end at either
of these outings.

These shoots are part of your MBH
membership and should be enjoyed
by all its members. REMEMBER TO
SAVE AUGUST 24 & 25 and SEPT-
EMBER 28 & 29 to be with your fellow
bowhunters. Support your MBH by
supporting these tfournaments.

Douglas L. Bartrem
Vice-President

Michigan Bow Hunters

‘Nockin’
'‘Round The North

by LIZ GALL

The tent caterpillar and the “greeny
worm’ or leaf roller have defoliated
a good chunk of northern forest.
Greeny worms attacked the black oak
- —'the tent caferpillar worked on the
maple, basiwood, aspen, elm and iron-
wood. We questioned the District fore-
ster about the oaks - - wondered if the
greeny worm attack would affect the
acorn crop. Past experience with this
pest has shown no ill effects to the

crop so none is expected now. And, as
in the past, the trees may leaf out a-
gain before fall.

We are satisfied that there are still
quite a lot of deer in the north land.
Some are sighted now and then as we
travel trail roads to and from fishing
and the fawn crop seemed to be a
good one this spring.

Several areas checked were tracked
up pretty good, so, even if they are
not sighted, the deer are still there.
Areas do exist however where deer
have literally disappeared-due to land
development and new roads. They
can not live in subdivisions with neat
lawns, well traveled roads, pesticides
and dozens of septic tanks to pollute
streams. They will either die or move
out. Miss Marguerite Gahagan says it
so well in her editorial in June 12 issue
of the “North Woods Call.”

Ruffed grouse are on the increase
in the U.P. and have prompted an
additional 15 days of hunting both
there and in the northern lower. Game
men believe that the sharptail grouse
have increase enough to withstand
greater hunting also.

About the ‘68 MBH silhouette shoot
--The location is the south end of
Clear Lake in Montmorecy county, just
off M-33 north of Atlanta. This is a
state park with state forest land sur-
rounding. Parking facilities are ade-
quate at the park and there is a good
supply of picnic tables and toilets. The
camp grounds are located on the north
side of the lake which is a cold spring
fed lake with sandy beaches and very
clear water. Good trout fishing here
also. One thing is lacking - - there is no
electricity supply at the camp grounds.
It is available for the food concession
and registration headquarters on the
south side. This is beautiful hunting
country with a lot of state land on both
sides of the highway between Atlanta
and Onway. County maps of Mont-
morecy and Presque Isle show the
location and roads of these areas. We
hope that YOU can make it to the sil-
houette shoot and stay in the area to
hunt.
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Hunting With
Michigan Slim

by KENNETH R. HOFFMAN
Chapter V — PORTRAIT OF A HUNT

This cerfainly was going to be a
caper. Almost bumping into a bear,
praciically upon arrival. Well we'd
know what to do next when we met
bruin. By the time we had unpacked
it was time for lunch and finally a
rap. None of the gang was able to do
much hunting that first evening as
there wasn’t any alarm clocks in camp.
Most of us spent about an hour before
dark just exploring, but as a result
Riff and Walt jumped a bear fooling
around the refuse barrels at one of the
camp sites along the road. We alsc
ren info a couple from Manistique who
were on their honeymoon and were
ceamping at the last campsite at the
Western end of the road. The young
lady really read the riot act to us for
irying to shoot those poor, friendly
little bears. They were spending most
of their days following the hiking
trails. At that time the road going into
ine Porcupine Mountain State Park
ended after only a few miles on the
top of a cliff. It was a seven or eight
mile hike to the mouth of the Carp
River and almost 17 miles to the ex-
treme south-western end of the park.

The next morning we all got moving
early. Riff and his gang were going
to still hunt to the mouth of the Carp
River with Harry who would fish. The
Archers would hunt the area and all
hike back in the early evening. Gail,
Ev and | were going o explore south
and west going on past where I'd
heard the bear. We found that a back
quiver is also a wonderful trout rod
case. We packed a few goodies that
irout like in a tobaccacc an and a few
sandwiches and raisins in each of our
jackets and off we went. There was a
great deal of bear sign as we ap-
proached my bear area. When a bear
goes after ants or bugs he really tears
those rofted stumps apart. We also
found tracks around soft mud at creek
crossings.

The nature of the woods began to
change as we progressed farther into
timber. We were trying to get a look
at the country too, so.decided to sepa-
rate. We planned to get back near
-~~~ = little before dark and see if we

woods was open. It would make nice
territory for mushrooms and bear in
the Fall or late summer. | had passed
the high country and was coming
down the other side of the mountain
when | walked into one of the most
beautiful spots I've even seen. The
woods had opened into small trees,
cherries, some small oaks and in an
open draw on my left was a pond cf
about 1/3 acre. The lower end was
dammed and a small stream about 3
feet wide tumbled down across an
open meadow and into the woods
some quarter mile below.

| decided to eat a sandwich, then
see how sure my trout rod was. As
| sat down | heard a loud slap and
across the pond came a beaver. He
wasn't afraid of me and spent more
than an hour cavorting around the
pond. When | got up and started to put
my trout rod together he decided it
was best to find his house.

| decided a wet fly would be best
here because | just hadn't seen any-
thing flying around. At the second
cast there came the sharp strike and
the rod became a divining rod. | work-
ed him over to the sloping side of the
beaver pond and eased him to shore.
What a little beauty! His rainbow
colors glistened --- he wasn’t big but
eight or nine inches of native brook
trout would put to shame any of the
planted ones. Altogether | took six
identical twins from those waters,
three on the wet fly in the pond and
three on dry flies from the creek. |
wrapped the catch in wet marsh grass
and tucked them in the bottom of my
quiver. My, | was learning what a
useful item a quiver can be.

It was mid afternoon and | had may-
be a two or three hour walk back to
the road and | wanted to have at least
an hour to hunt before dark. As | walk-
ed back toward the big trees | turned
and said goodby to that little place, a
piece of native America which had al-
lowed me a few hours of her time. You
are never able to find these places a-
gain and even if you do they are never
again the same because you “know
some one has been there before you.

The walk back to the road seemed
slow and | arrived close to the car in
the light between sunset and dark to
the tune of a terrible racket. Walt was
standing across the way shouting and
pointing and talking to Chuck. In be-
tween intervals he would holler for
Piff wh~ was nowhere about. Gail

about every other word was bear.
From Chuck we learned that about ten
minutes before Walt had come out and
ruined everyones hunting, yelling for
Riff. He had gone back into the woods
and now was out again trying to get
Riff to go in and shoot one of the
bear.

At this point Gail and | rushed info
the woods followed by Walt giving
directions. There were no bear and
we finally got Walt calmed down to
hear his story. Chuck and Walt had
come here to the end of the road near
the last camp sites and had located
themselves in a couple of likely spots
under Riff’s supervision. Walts location
was a small glade with a fallen tree
about 15 inches in diameter rotting
apart in the middle. They had been
there about an hour when Walt spotted
a bear moving toward the glade. He
apparently was so scared that he did-
not make a sound. The wind,was right
and the bear moved to about 30 yards
sc Walt took a shot and true to his
practice he didn't even look to see
where the arrow had gone and instead
of trying to climb a tree he ran out
into the road hollering for Riff to
come and shoot the bear that he had
wounded. When Riff didn’t show up
Walt sneaked back to his blind. He
saw nothing as he went back into the
woods and it wasn't until he was hid-
den that he noticed a movement over
by the dead tree. As he was trying to
figure out what was up, a bear walked
into the clearing and over to the fallen
tree. The bear that had been lying
down by the log got up to greet the
newcomer -- and that was all Wal§
could take!!ll He must have moved out
so fast the first time that he didn't
even scare the bear. Of course he
hadn’t hit the bear either.

At this point the hunting was over
for the day, but there was action and
lots of chatter that evening after sup-
per. | had taken only six trout so that
each of us who were camping together
could have two each for breakfast. As
v/e got back to camp it turned out that
both Ev and Gail had done the same
thing. We had 18 of the nicest trout
you would ever hope to see -- and

(continued on page 3)
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continuous run of six or twelve
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Bear Silhouette Shoot

(continued from page 3)

weather (we hope not) swings, slides,
and teeter-totters for the youngsters.

We iry to make these shoots better
each year for MBH members. We wel-
come all suggestions you may have.
Crop us a line--Jim Frohm, 408 N.
Madison, Marshall; or John Perkins,
616 River Sireet, Marshall.

Board Appoints

Governors In
Districts 1, 2 & 4

Due to resignations the Board of
Governors has appointed the following
men to fill unexpired terms in three
districts.

District 1 which includes the coun-
ties of Menominee, Delta, Alger,
Schoolcraft, Mackinac, Chippewa and
Luce has been filled with the appoint-
ment of Les McKnight, 311 N. 16th
Street, Escanaba 49829.

Donald Warne, Route 1, Box 166,
Williamsburg 49690 is the new Gover-
nor in District 2 and covers the coun-
ties of Emmet, Charlevoix, Antrim,
Leelanaw, Benzie, Grand Traverse,
Kalkaska, Manistee, Wexford, Mis-
saukee, Mason, Lake and Osceola.

Dale Donnelly, 730 Jackson, Grand-
ville 49418 will fill the District 4 spot
which includes the counties of New-
aygo, Oceana, Mecosta, Muskegon,
Ottawa and Kent.

Members are urged to contact their
district Governors on any questions
they may have. They can serve you
better if they know your viewpoints.

FAMOUS NAMES IN ARCHERY

EQUIPMENT
BEAR
LIGHTED
BLACK WIDOW
INDOOR
GLADIATOR 2
OUTDOOR
SOYEREIGN
RANGE
WING

882-0088

Feth i
MAPLE GROVE ARCHERY

5512 S Logan (M-99j, Lansing
\%

Deer Hunting To Be
Liberalized At
Fort Custer

LANSING — Liberalized hunting is
in store for sportsmen at the Fort
Custer Military Reservation near Battle
Creek during this fall's archery and
firearm deer seasons, the Conserva-
tion Department reports.

Assistant Adjutant General of the
Army Carson R. Neifert and officers of
the Michigan National Guard, in a re-
cent meeting with Department game
men, offered to open about 12,000
acres of the reservation to deer hunters
each week of the 1968 seasons from
Monday through Friday.

On weekends, the Fort Custer post
will be closed to hunting so that virt-
vally all of its area can be used for
National Guard training.

The National Guard’s open-door
policy for week days will make it much

easier for deer hunters to gain access
to the reservation than in the past.
Previously, hunter numbers there have
been restricted on an every-day basis,
and sportsmen have been required to
apply for permits before they could go
afield at Fort Custer.

Last fall, military leaders were un-
able to permit archery deer hunting
there.

“This new set-up favors everyone
concerned,” explains Department deer
specialists Dave Arnold. "It cuts red
tape for sportsmen and still allows the
National Guard to meet its training
needs by reserving weekendsfor mil-
itary field exercies. We're quite happy
with this arrangement and can’t thank
National Guard leaders enough for
their fine show of cooperation.”

Arnold adds that week-day hunting
in the area should provide “consider-
able” recreation for sportsmen, but he
doesn’t look for hunter success to be
any higher at Fort Custer than it will
be at state-owned game areas in south-

(continued on page 5)

at Clear Lake -

Michigan Bow Hunters
19th ANNUAL
DEER SILHOUETTE SHOOT

SEPTEMBER 28-29, 1968
Atlanta, Michigan
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enough to feed the whole gang. It was
decided that there were bear enough
at the end of the road so we would
all hunt up there in the morning. In
addition we'd toss the fry pans, stove
and coffee pot in the truck and cook
the frout for breakfast at one of the
camps, after we’'d finished the morn-
ing hunt. With all the planning for
tomorrow there was one member who
was suffering - but in ecstasy. POOR
HARRY. He didnt own any boofs, just
oxfords and waders. He had loaded
the waders on his back when the gang
headed for the Carp River and the 14
mile round trip hike this morning.
Harry had caught one trout — but
what a trout!! It was the largest he had
ever caught in his life. A beautiful 24
inch Brown.  But those street shoes
were not made for hiking and when
he got back to the cabin he had blisters
the size of quarters on both heels and
could hardly walk. But he knew it was
worth everything.

The next morning we were hunting.
at daylight. No one had any action
so we met back at No. 1 campsite for
breakfast and a bull session. The cof-
fee was poured and the trout were
turning brown. The honeymoon couple
(the female of which had given us a
lecture about shooting the poor little
bear) were in the next campsite about
50 yards away. Each campsite was
literally carved out of the woods. A
narrow road about 20 yards long led
from the main road into a clearing a-
bout 50 feet in diameter that was
hacked out of the woods. There were
no tables or any fixtures except a
trash can — which the bear love to
raid.

At this point there was a loud sc-
ream, followed by a series of sharp
cries and running feet from the other
camp. The young lady burst into our
relaxed breakfast screaming: “HELP,
HELP, HELP,” amidst a torrent of tears.
“Save my husband, that bear is attack-
ing him,”- the brave Robin Hood lept
to the rescue of the bride of four days
about to lose her husband.

Ever since | was a Boy Scout | be-
lieved in being prepared. Most of the
fellows had unstrung their bows and

put them in the truck, but mine was
standing strung against the tree with
a broadhead beside it. | took off out
to the main road and in toward No. 2
camp. As | entered the clearing the
bear was starting to move off to the
right info the woods and the young
ladies husband was running to the left.
| pulled up my bow and loosed an
arrow (it was a darn close shot, t00)
when | heard the tramp of big un-
washed feet behind me. Immediately
following my arrow, four more arrows
whistled thru the air and past my
head toward the bear; and for a brief
moment | regretted that | had been a
Boy Scout. Amid thanks for the rescue
and an actual apology from the young
woman for misjuding both the bear
and bow hunters we finished our trout
breakfast.

The three of us again caught about
ten trout that afternoon. That evening
as we sat over a last cup of coffee,
Gail and Ev agreed with me that there
probably would not be any bear taken
under these hunting conditions and we
had better split off and head toward
Seney & Newberry.

Bear Silhouette
Shoot

Marshall Bowmen and District 8 MBH
Governor, Loren Willey will host the
Sixth Annual Bear Silhouette Shoot on
Saturday and Sunday, August 24 and
25. The 28 targets will be placed like
actual hunting shots - - standing, feed-
ing from a tree, up a tree, hiding in
tell grass and behind heavy brush.

The shoot will be progressive, shoot
as you come with registrations on Sat-
urday from 12 noon till 5 p.m. and on
Sunday from 8 a.m. till 2 p.m. You
need not be present to win a prize
and you shoot only once around the
course.

Last year 233 MBH members re-
ceived approximately 150 prizes given
out on the Lewis System plus many
door prizes. last years top winners
were Joe Wagner of Mason, Phil
Grable of Lansing, Louise Brunt of Cli-
max and Liz Gall of Onaway.

Bring hunting arrows for Bear Shots
and tfarget arrows for a real fun shoot
at archery golf. The range is located
at the Wilder Creek Park, just south of
Marshall on the Homer Road. Signs
will be up. Facilities are available for
overnight camping, a pavilion for bad

(continued on page 4)







